
KCGM St Barbara’s Festival 2015

Thursday 3rd December 2015
St Barbara’s Square, Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie

Miners’ Memorial Service



Welcome & Introduction
Jim Coxon,  
Eastern Regional Council, 
Chamber of Minerals & Energy WA
Ladies and gentlemen on this day we 
honour and remember fallen workmates 
from the Goldfields who were killed on 
the mines while on duty.
We remember that Saint Barbara 
sacrificed her life for her faith in God. 
Rather than betray her belief in God 
and the miners that befriended her, she 
chose torture and death.
Similarly, the miners we remember today 
died on duty working either for their 
families or dependents or maybe for a 
dream or fortune.
Saint Barbara knew the fate that awaited 
her and was prepared for death to meet 
her God. She was betrayed, tortured and 
put to her death by her father in quick 
order. For this reason, besides being the 
patron saint of miners, she is also the 
patron of sudden death.
Miners, like all of us, could be subject to 
sudden death and Saint Barbara is our 
example. Through her prayers, may we 
be prepared, as she was, to meet our 
God.

Opening Address
Wayne Ashworth, 
North Eastern Regional Council,  
Chamber of Minerals & Energy WA
Thinking of our deceased colleagues 
makes all of us who work on mines more 
aware of the commitment to eliminate 
the dangers associated with our industry.
We ask Saint Barbara, our patron, to 
intercede with God on our behalf, and 
on behalf of all miners worldwide, for 
protection from injuries, death and 
disasters at work on the mines. Also, to 
grant us successful prospecting and 
exploration so we can continue to work 
and provide for our families.

Call to Worship
Father Andrew
May the Lord, who went about doing 
good, be with you.
Response: And also with you.
God is love. In the desire to make us 
share in this love, he sent his son into 
the world to come to our aid and in 
gentle kindness to help those who are 
in danger of death and who mourn. In 
his great love for all of us, Christ said 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted”.
Lord of Life and Death today, we 
remember the deaths of our fellow 
miners and family members whose lives 
touched ours and added richness to our 
existence.
We pause to recall the good times we 
shared together.
Pause for silent reflection

Prayer
Father Andrew
We are grateful that these are 
imperishable treasures, which we will 
carry with us into eternity within the 
mystery of your divine plan, our life 
pathways come together and blended 
us parallel pathways.
We are grateful today, for all that we 
shared in our times together, 
For human life and work, for affection 
and trust, 
For the celebration of life. Lord of 
Compassion.
Response: Amen

Call to Prayer
Father Andrew
God, the fullness of blessings came 
down from you, to you our prayers of 
blessing rise up. In kindness protect your 
servants, who stand before you devout 
and faithful, bearing the tools of their 
trade.
Grant their hard work may contribute 
to the perfect love of your creation and 
provide a decent life for themselves and 
their dependents. Help them to strive 
for a better working environment and to 
praise and glorify your holy name always.
Response: Amen

Offering Presented
Ian Paynter, MacPhersons 
Resources Limited
A miner’s helmet, representing our 
continued focus on incident prevention 
and the ongoing general work in the 
mines, including emergency response 
services.
A prospecting hammer and gold pick, as 
a sign of our need to explore, find new 
mines and work them efficiently and 
profitably for the good of shareholders, 
each other and the community.

Blessing of the Equipment
Father Andrew
Father in heaven, maker of heaven and 
earth, look upon us with love. Bless 
this miner’s helmet and prospector’s 
pick used to unearth your gifts to our 
community, nation and world. Give 
your blessing to all who work with this 
equipment. Protect them and keep them 
from all harm and injury. We have shared 
with your people and we ask that they 
will always be exercised for your honour 
and glory. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Response: Amen
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St Barbara’s lantern is lit 
as a sign of life
Kelly Bodman,  
Eastern Regional Council,  
Mines Rescue Committee
Candles of remembrance lit from 
St Barbara’s Lantern

Miners killed in the 
Goldfields in 2015
MC, Robert Hicks
This information is sourced from the 
Department of Mines and Petroleum

06/09/2015 - Hira Rewita
Hira was a contractor dump truck driver 
at Hanking Gold’s Cornishman Pit in 
Southern Cross.  He was fatally injured 
on 6 September 2015 when his CAT 777 
haul truck rolled.
RIP

General Prayer
Father Andrew
Let us join together in prayer to the Lord 
Jesus, who is the way for us to reach our 
eternal homeland.
Response: Guide our step along 
your way, O Lord.
Lord Jesus, you worked as a carpenter 
for eighteen years learning your trade 
from St Joseph - help us to be mindful of 
the dignity of our work and that the work 
done well contributes to the overall good 
of the community. For this we pray.
Response: Guide our step along 
your way, O Lord.
Lord Jesus when your disciples were on 
the waters of the lake you were there 
to rescue them from every peril; be with 
us amid the dangers of our industry and 
the storms of this world. For this we pray.
Response: Guide our step along 
your way, O Lord.
Lord Jesus, you became a companion to 
your disciples on the road to Emmaus; 
bless us in our daily tasks of mining ore 
to produce saleable minerals, and the 
warm our hearts by your words. For this 
we pray.
Response: Guide our step along 
your way, O Lord.

Miners’ Prayer
Kelly Bodman,  
Eastern Regional Council,  
Mines Rescue Committee
Lord God, we acknowledge that you 
are the source of all goodness and 
mercy. You have called us to the task 
of finding and mining minerals within 
the community. We seek strength to 
meet the ever increasing challenges 
encountered by our industry. Give us 
the courage and resolution to carry 
on our duties. Support us as we strive 
to be spouse, partner, neighbour and 
workmate. Help us to contribute in a 
positive manner to all members of our 
community, and to care for each other 
off the job. To be there for others and 
to make opportunities through our 
occupation as miners so others may 
benefit in our community, Western 
Australia and Australia. Grant us 
both the skill and the wisdom that is 
necessary to mine without causing injury 
or death to anyone. Guide us to design 
our mines in a way which minimises the 
damage to the environment you have 
given us.
May we all display a personal example of 
care, accident awareness, integrity and 
service at all times.
Grant Lord that our actions and 
professionalism will inspire confidence 
and understanding from the community 
towards miners and mining industry.
We make our prayer through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Response: Amen

Announce  
ONE MINUTE SILENCE
MC, Robert Hicks

Official Wreath Laying
In remembrance of all those killed in 
mines.
Wreaths or flowers are placed by 
families or organisations at the foot of St 
Barbara’s Statue.
During the wreath laying “Amazing Grace” 
will be sung.

Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I’m found 
Was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fear relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils and snares 
We have already come
‘Twas grace that brought us safe thus far 
And grace will lead us home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand 
years 
Bright shining as the star 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
That when we first began.
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I’m found 
Was blind, but now I see.
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Prayer
Father Andrew
Lord, let the affect of your blessing 
remain with your faithful people to give 
them new life and strength of spirit, so 
that the powers of your love will enable 
them to accomplish what is right and 
good in all they do.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Response: Amen

Blessing of the Community
Father Andrew
St Paul in 1 Corinthians tells us: There 
are many different gifts, but it is always 
the same Spirit; there are many different 
ways of serving, but it is always the 
same Lord.
The particular manifestation of the Spirit 
granted to each one is to be used for 
the general good.
God, you have gifted each one of us 
with unique potential to do good for the 
human family. We thank you for these 
gifts to the general good of this mining 
community of the Goldfields as we 
seek your continued blessing upon our 
community through the intercession of 
St. Barbara, patron of miners, as we pray 
Listen to our prayers, bless us and guide 
us in all our actions and be with as at 
all times, for we place our lives in your 
hands.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Response: Amen

Closing Words & Vote of Thanks
Jim Coxon, Chairman, Saint Barbara’s Festival Committee

St Barbara
Composed by Marty Carmichael (Local Lad)

Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Western Australian Goldfields, tough town. 
Not the type to believe in Saints. 

Ask any of the old hands working the underground. 
They’re all had a moment when they’ve stepped out of the cage 

and been real happy to see that bue sky. 
P’haps offered a little thanks to St Barbara, patron saint of mines.

Chorus
Step out of the darkness and into the blue, 

Must be a saint looking after you, 
Facing dangers we never even knew, 

She must have saved us a thousand times through, 
And even those who don’t believe it’s true, 

There’s still a saint looking out for you.

Coolgardie - 1907, the Westralia mine flooded. 
Modesto Varischetti was trapped in an air pocket 900 feet underground. 

They brought divers from Fremantle, send down food, candles... a little hope. 
After 10 days Varischetti stepped out of that 

mineshaft and he gazed up at the clear blue sky.

Chorus
Step out of the darkness and into the blue, 

Must be a saint looking after you, 
Facing dangers we never even knew, 

She must have saved us a  
thousand times through, 

And even those who don’t believe it’s true, 
There’s still a saint looking out for you.
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KCGM St Barbara’s Festival Event Information
Saturday 9.00am to 1.30pm  
Open Day – WA Museum Kalgoorlie Boulder, Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
Saturday from 4.00pm  
The Parade, Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
Saturday 3.30pm to 5.30pm 
Stalls, giveaways and activities for the kids – Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie

www.stbarbs.com.au

The Eastern Goldfields Miners Memorial wall at the Western Australian 
Museum – Kalgoorlie-Boulder honours those who have lost their lives 
at work on a mine site in the Eastern Goldfields region of Western 
Australia.
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